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Day 8 – Friday 21st May 
  
Introduction and opening prayer.** 
 
Show Mercy to our Common Home  
Despite our sins and the daunting challenges before us, we never lose heart. “The Creator 
does not abandon us; he never forsakes his loving plan or repents of having created us… 
for he has united himself definitively to our earth, and his love constantly impels us to find 
new ways forwar.d (Lauadto Si’, 13; 245).  
 
In a particular way, let us pray … 
 
“O God of the poor, 
help us to rescue the abandoned 
and forgotten of this earth, 
who are so precious in your eyes… 
God of love, show us our place in this world 
as channels of your love 
for all the creatures of this earth” (ibid., 246), 
 
God of mercy, may we receive your forgiveness 
and convey your mercy throughout our common home. 
Praise be to you! 
Amen. 
 
Scripture Reading and Prayer. 
Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. And on the seventh 
day God finished his work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day and made it 
holy, because on it God rested from all his work that he had done in creation.  
(Genesis 2:1-3)  
 

 
 
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his mercy is forever. 
Bless him, all who worship the Lord, the God of gods, 
sing praise to him and give thanks to him for his mercy is forever.  
(Prayer of Azariah and his Companions, Daniel 3:89-90) 
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A reading from the World Peace Day message ‘The human person, the heart of 
peace with all of creation.’  
Pope Benedict XVII, 1st January 2007. 
 
In his Encyclical Letter Centesimus Annus, Pope John Paul II wrote: “Not only has God given 
the earth to man, who must use it with respect for the original good purpose for which it was 
given to him, but man too is God's gift to man. He must therefore respect the natural and 
moral structure with which he has been endowed (6).” By responding to this charge, 
entrusted to them by the Creator, men and women can join in bringing about a world of 
peace. Alongside the ecology of nature, there exists what can be called a “human” ecology, 
which in turn demands a “social” ecology. All this means that humanity, if it truly desires 
peace, must be increasingly conscious of the links between natural ecology, or respect for 
nature, and human ecology. Experience shows that disregard for the environment always 
harms human co-existence, and vice versa. It becomes more and more evident that there is 
an inseparable link between peace with creation and peace among men. Both of these 
presuppose peace with God. The poem-prayer of Saint Francis, known as “the Canticle of 
Brother Sun”, is a wonderful and ever timely example of this multi-faceted ecology of peace. 
N.8. 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Prayer* 
 
“Common Prayer for Earth and for Humanity” 
 
Loving God, 
Creator of Heaven, Earth, and all therein contained. 
Open our minds and touch our hearts, 
so that we can be part of Creation, your gift. 
 
Be present to those in need in these difficult times,  
especially the poorest and most vulnerable. 
Help us to show creative solidarity as we confront the consequences of the global 
pandemic. 
Make us courageous in embracing the changes required to seek the common good. 
Now more than ever, may we all feel interconnected and interdependent. 
 
Enable us to succeed in listening and responding to the cry of the Earth and the cry of the 
poor. 
May their current sufferings become the birth-pangs of a more fraternal and sustainable 
world. 
We pray through Christ our Lord, under the loving gaze of Mary, Help of Christians. 
Amen. 
 

   
 

 
 
 

http://w2.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_jp-ii_enc_01051991_centesimus-annus.html
http://www.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/en/messages/peace/documents/hf_ben-xvi_mes_20061208_xl-world-day-peace.html#_ftn6
https://www.istockphoto.com/photo/asia-view-gm172222439-3374867?utm_source=pixabay&utm_medium=affiliate&utm_campaign=SRP_image_sponsored&referrer_url=http://pixabay.com/images/search/the world/&utm_term=the world

