
Weekday Masses:
Mon 24 9.15am Fr. Joji Ratnakar RIP  Memorial of Mary, Mother of the Church
Tues 25 9.15am Georgekutty RIP  Memorial of St Bede the Venerable
Wed 26  9.15am Luiza Moniz De Araujo RIP  Memorial of St PhilipNeri
Thurs 27    No Mass              Feast of Our Lord Jesus Christ
Fri 28 9.15am John T D. RIP      Feria
Sat 29     10.00am  Laura dos Santos The Solemnity of the Dedication

12.00noon Baptism. 

Parish Priest: Rev. Canon Mervyn Tower 
Parish Administrator: Mrs Leti Gomes      
Parish Safeguarding Officer:  Ruth Kennel
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St Joseph’s Primary School;  01865 763357.  www.st-josephs-pri.oxon.sch.uk
St Gregory the Great Secondary School; 01865 749933.    www.stgregory.oxon.sch.uk

The Presbytery, 88 Wharton Road,  
Oxford, OX3 8AJ. t: 01865 762433
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Live-Stream Masses; Public Worship SUNDAY 
23 May 2021

Year B

PLEASE collect your copy
of The Revised New Jerusalem Bible

Bless the Lord, 
my Soul!

Lord God,  how 
great you are!

Jean Restout II, 1732, Louvre, Paris

Feast of Pentecost

TO MAKE A DONATION TO THE PARISH, PLEASE CLICK ON THE BUTTON BELOW:
If you pay tax, please register your card for Gift Aid when you 
make a donation.  Whenever you use the same card to make 
a donation on the new contactless units in church, it will be 
automatically gift-aided.

Pope Francis identified three difficulties we often experience in prayer: 
distraction; feelings of dryness or barrenness; and “acedia,” a certain 
listlessness in prayer.
Distraction is a common experience, not only in prayer but in all we do. 
“The human mind finds it difficult to dwell for long on a single thought; we all 

Pope Francis teaches at the weekly audience: 
Overcoming difficulties in prayer

experience this constant whirlwind of images and illusions in perpetual motion, which accompany us 
even in our sleep.  But if we give into this temptation, we are unable to do anything well.”
Aridity or “dryness” in prayer – when prayer seems to do no good, and inspires no joy or enthusiasm 
– is different from distraction in that it doesn’t always arise from within us.  Acedia, sometimes called
sloth, “is a real temptation against prayer, and more generally against Christian life.”
In the face of this “succession of enthusiasm and discouragement” in prayer, Pope Francis called
on Christians to persevere, to always keep walking.  “All the saints have passed through this ‘dark
valley’, and we should not be scandalised when we hear about their struggles with prayer.”

“...when suddenly they heard what sounded 
like a powerful wind from heaven ... and 

something appeared to them that seemed like 
tongues of fire; these separated and came to 

rest on the head of each of them...

The Solemnity of Pentecost            23 May 2021  
Saturday 6.00pm at OLL,Wheatley People of the Parish. 
Sunday  9.00am Philip Connolly RIP     

 11.00am Fernando Lemos anniversary of death & family. 
 12.00noon  Baptism

6.30pm People of the Parish
Cycle of the weekday Easter; Breviary Week 4

The apostles and Mary are depicted in a large, 
Roman-style courtyard while the Holy Spirit 
descends through the cloudy sky to reach them 
below. Here, the Holy Spirit is depicted as the light 
shining through the darkness, and we can clearly see 
Jesus’ followers receiving the tongues of fire above 
their foreheads.

The Solemnity of The Most Holy Trinity        30 May 2021 
Saturday 6.00pm at OLL,Wheatley People of the Parish. 
Sunday  9.00am Thanksgiving for condolences for Reenie Hilland RIP       

 11.00am Emidio Bianchini RIP Anniversary (2 years)
 12.00 Baptism
 6.30pm Henry Ollenbuttel. 

Scripture Reflection    

Scripture 
Readings 

                                                          At  the Last Supper in John’s account, Jesus promises his disciples that the Advocate – the one who 
comes to stand by the side - will come upon them. He will lead his followers to the complete truth (Gospel: John 15:26-27; 16:12-15). 
Pentecost is a Jewish feast Shavuot – the Feast of Weeks which celebrates the end of the barley harvest and the giving of the Torah by 
God from Sinai. This is the occasion for the first Christian Pentecost with the transforming power of the Holy Spirit (First Reading: Acts 
2:1-11). Paul teaches the Galatians the fruits of the Spirit (Second Reading: Galatians 5:16-25).  

Responsorial Psalm meditation: “Bless the Lord, my soul! Lord God how great you are” (Psalm 103/104:1).

Scripture Reflection

Acts 1:12-14; Ps 86; John 19: 25-34.
Ecclesiasticus 35:1-12;Ps 49;Mark 10:28-31.
Ecclesiasticus 36:1,4-5,10-17;Ps78;Mark10:32-45.

Thursday       
Friday   
Saturday                 

Jeremiah 31:31-34;Ps 40; Mark14:22-25.
Ecclesiasticus 44:1, 9-13; Ps149; Mark 11:11-26.
Apocalypse 21:1-5; Ps 83; John 4:19-24.

Monday  
Tuesday
Wednesday 

Liturgical colour: red
Red is the colour of fire and of 
blood. Liturgically, it is used to 

celebrate the fire of the Holy Spirit 
at Pentecost and the blood of the 

martyrs.

Government’s road map: 
Impact on Church from 

this Sunday. 
1 The numbers in the Church and 

Hall can be 50 percent of capacity. 
Physical distancing, hand-sanitising, 
track and trace, and face masks are 
still in place. 

2 There can be a small number of 
servers on the Sanctuary.

3 Acolyte candles and incense can be 
used. 
All other measures stay the same. 

https://portal.mydona.com/assets/webPay/index.php?cid=285


THANK YOU to those Parishioners who have registered their 
card for Gift Aid donations using the new DONA system.  It 
is very simple to do this - and we would like everybody to 
consider registering their cards so that Gift Aid can be 
collected from the government. 

The Oxford Community Emergency Foodbank
OPEN FOR FOOD DONATIONS

Mondays, Tuesdays and Fridays from 11.00am – 2.00pm
The Food bank is located behind St. Francis Church, Hollow Way, for anyone to deliver 
donations of non-perishable food/toiletries etc. directly.
Thank you to all our supporters from The Community Emergency Food Bank.   
If you would like to make a financial donation, please go to:
www.justgiving.com/communityemergency-foodbank 

Parish news

God our Father, 
you call us to gather for this Sunday Mass.
Help us to draw strength 
from the Holy Scriptures and from the Holy Eucharist, 
so that we deepen our love for you.
May we be enlivened by the Holy Spirit 
to mirror the words and actions 
of your Son Jesus Christ 
and become more clearly 
your instruments of mercy to others.      
We ask this through Christ our Lord.        
Amen.

Prayer for the Preparation of Mass

To register for Gift Aid 
donations you must first 

Monday 24 May  Tuesday 25 May 
First Holy Communion 2021:  June and onwards.

Friends of the Holy Land Appeal

Honour Mary in the 
month of May 

Place a potted plant at  
the Grotto outside the 
Church.   It could be 
placed there at any time 
on any day that you are  
passing by or are able 
to make a special visit to 
the Grotto.’    Sr Marie-An 

Have you registered on DONA yet?

Day Host Country  Host Shrine (Click below) Prayer Intention
Sunday 23 Canada Basilica Notre Dame du Cap law enforcement, fire fighters
Monday 24 Myanmar Our Lady of Lourdes  World leaders
Tuesday 25 Malta Shrine Bl. Virgin of Ta’ Pinu teachers, students
Wednesday 26 Mexico Our Lady of Guadalupe workers and entrepreneurs
Thursday 27 Ukraine Mother of God of Zarvanytsia unemployed
Friday 28 Germany Our Lady of Altotting Pope, bishops, priests, deacons
Saturday 29 Lebanon Our Lady of Lebanon  consecrated men and women

This week, Shrines from Canada to Ukraine link 
for recitation of the Rosary.  5pm each evening.
Join the daily live broadcast of the recitation of the Holy Rosary in link-ups with Marian shrines 
around the world, as part of the May marathon of prayer called by Pope Francis.  Each day, a different 
shrine will host the prayer - click on the links below to join at 5pm, British Summer Time.

The situation in the Holy Land has become worse with 
violence and aggression, and the threat of ourtight 

war.  Click here to read the joint statement issued by the 
Patriarchs and Heads of Local Churches in Jerusalem.  

Click here to donateClick here to donate

register your contactless card by making a donation on-line 
from your computer using the DONA button below.

Dear The Justice and Peace Group...
Children preparing for confirmation say how they try to live wisely 
and care for the environment.   Madeline writes:

the sick and the housebound: Archie Allen, Antony Ayton, Fr. John Baggley, Patricia 
Barfield, Margaret Bond, Alan & Rita Booker, Christopher Browne, Pedro Busette, 
Kumu de Silva, David Diggens, Michael Dolan, Maureen Felix, Philomena Garvey, 
Yvonne Goonesekara, Antoinette Harvie, Sue Holbrook, Joanne Kay, Mario Kim, Joan 
Knatt,Theresa Johnson, Cynthia Lobendhan, Victoria Maceda, Carmel McGarry, R. J. 
Matava, Averil Nathaniels, Melani Parana, Celine Peiris, Peter Perera, Maxwell Rogers, 
Angela Scott-Smith,Rachel Smith, Alba Thorning, Aileen Vangramberg, Diana Walden, 
Mary Wallace, Pat Walsh, Liz Ward, Mai Wick, Louise Williams. Dorren McDonald. 
Nalen Vuddamalay.
those who have died: Julia Nunes, Sandra McAvoy, Teresa Maughan, Victor Lobo. 
Those whose anniversary occurs this week: Emidio Bianchini, James Moore. 

Click here to send names and dates for anniversary section.

 All those in the sick list must actively agree to their inclusion. The 
prayer list will be reviewed regularly - if names can now come off 
the list or if new names should be added please send an email to:  
corpus.OLL.news@gmail.com.

PLEASE PRAY FOR...

When we go to the market, we go to the eco stall and by stuff using paper 
bags instead of plastic bags. When we go shopping, we use different 
bags and get the fruits one by one, so we do not get the plastic ones. We 
also take our bikes to school, so we do not use petrol. By using different 
bags that means that we do not use plastic.  Ryan writes:
I am being helpful to all my friends and family, I also show respect to my 
friends and family as they treat me.  I treat everyone equally.

Confirmation 2021: Please pray for our Confirmandi 
who will receive the Sacrament of Confirmation during 
the next week;  all celebrations will be at 6.30pm.

The Friends of the Holy 
Land work tirelessly to 
support the Christians in 
the Holy Land.
Click here to download 
FHL Newsletter

The Pentecost edition of The Sower, 
Archdiocese of Birmingham’s 

Magazine, is now available online.
l Harvington Hall reopens - full of

priest hides
l One heart, one spirit - The Spiritan

priests in the Archdiocese
l Spiritual support in prison

chaplaincies...
and many more stories

Click here
to Download

Diocesan Virtual Lourdes Pilgrimage for 2021
Sunday, 30 May - Friday, 4 June

Daily Masses, torchlight processions and virtual
tours of the key sites in and around Lourdes.
The virtual pilgrimage will start on Sunday 
30 May (Trinity Sunday) at 3pm with a live-streamed 
Opening Mass from St Chad’s Cathedral.

Click here for further details

Click here for details 
and animation

CAFOD is encouraging young people to help focus

THE

    on the COP 26 conferenceon the COP 26 conference
         in Glasgow, Nov 2021         in Glasgow, Nov 2021

https://www.justgiving.com/communityemergency-foodbank
https://portal.mydona.com/assets/webPay/index.php?cid=285
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7E-LYc1wivk33iyt5bR5zQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7E-LYc1wivk33iyt5bR5zQ
https://www.friendsoftheholyland.org.uk/donate/donate/25/credit-card
mailto:corpuschristi.oxford%40rcaob.org.uk?subject=Anniversary%20name%20and%20date
https://corpuschristiheadington.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/We-the-Patriarchs.pdf
https://issuu.com/fhloffice/docs/fhl_newsletter_issue_23_final-_single_page_format?fr=sZDY3NjI3NzU5ODg&utm_source=sendinblue&utm_campaign=eversion_newsletter&utm_medium=email
https://issuu.com/fhloffice/docs/fhl_newsletter_issue_23_final-_single_page_format?fr=sZDY3NjI3NzU5ODg&utm_source=sendinblue&utm_campaign=eversion_newsletter&utm_medium=email
https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=58c3cc13-59e4-4609-b93f-28d0cdedd26f
https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/lourdes-pilgrimage
https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Primary-teaching-resources/Eyes-of-the-world



