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COMMUNION 
In what ways does the Catholic Church, 
especially our Parish make a difference to your 
life? How good are we at welcoming everyone 
and listening to everyone or do you feel that you 
go unnoticed and have not found a way to share 
your ideas?

1

I am a cradle Catholic. If I didn't belong to the Church I wouldn't have any way of 
worshipping, Jesus Christ, the incarnate God. I found the welcome I received before 
the pandemic was lovely as there was coffee after 11:00 Mass organised by the Filipino 
choir. However, I have felt invisible as I am a widow. There are no groups for widows in 
any churches I have been to in Oxfordshire. I continue to remain invisible. I have been 
"ill treated" by one parish priest. The Archbishop has been made aware of this but has 
said he didn't know what to do, except to apologise on behalf of the priest, and to pray 
for me.

2
I feel on the edge of the Parish - but I always have, it is characteristic of who I am, 
sadly. I have changed Parish a few times over the last thirty years, hoping to find a 
place to call home. 

3

Perhaps I need to accept that 'home' is far from perfect and that we are humans - all of 
us, the priest included! - and we journey together, this imperfect and so-lovely family. I 
have ideas sometimes, but I don't trust that they will be heard - especially if they are not 
what I think the parish priest wants to hear. He seems to be very good at welcoming 
people from every country and culture. Perhaps it comes back to me and not feeling 
able to take part more than I do, which is minimal. My gift, it feels is reading, but I pulled 
out of that when we went online and I haven't felt able to be physically present during 
the pandemic.

4

There is a general feeling of welcome at our church. Fr Mervyn and Sr Marie Ann 
welcome all people particularly when it is time to enrol for the sacraments. They 
understand that people are busy and sometimes do not prioritise going to Mass 
however, they are encouraged to do so without judgement or criticism. If I ever have a 
question or idea, I feel comfortable to ask or email the church to discuss. Fr stands 
outside the church after Mass to greet everyone and if he notices a new face he always 
tries to chat to them. 

5

Father Mervyn is very welcoming to everyone- new and old congregants alike which is 
evident by the large numbers attending mass. However, one priest can not do 
everything in such a large parish and with such a large congregation. It would be good 
to have a few more priests / deacons working here like they have in large C of E 
parishes. A larger team at the top would get more done. 
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6
Our church is welcoming, but this is very dependent on the parish priest. the provision 
for young people in the church is poor in comparison to local Anglican churches and the 
youth don't seem to stay

7
The parish is like my extended family. Fr. Mervyn always speak to the individual 
parishioners and most of us he know our first name which it is a great 
acknowledgement for me. 

8 The parish office is very accommodating for the needs of the parishioners, i.e. petitions, 
counselling and venues for a small group gatherings.

9 There are different group created for the parishioners to be involved and encouraged to 
give ideas and feedback.

10
My parish church as a building is open to me and to all others: this in itself is 
tremendously important. There are no entry requirements. Similarly, I get the feeling 
that no-one is excluded from the Eucharist. The message that Christ is there for all is 
made visible and tangible. 

11
I find my parish pretty welcoming and our parish priest is extremely good at setting the 
tone there. When I get into conversations, they are usually rewarding (ie, listening on 
both sides). But I would be a careful about my choice of topic if talking to Catholics I'm 
not already familiar with.

12 This parish is very welcoming and inclusive. I appreciate its international character in 
particular.

13 I feel part of a big worldwide community gives structure and support throughout my life. 
Fr M very good at speaking and welcoming everyone esp as at every mass

14 The Catholic Church is a very important part of my life and our Parish is like a family 
where we all know each other and can give or receive support from friends.

15 Corpus Christi gives me a home to continue to learn and grow spiritually while teaching 
me through the homilies and special events how to put this into daily practice.

16
The Parish is my family, this is where I grow in my faith in God, I feel that I am truly a 
member of the family in the Church in the way I am welcomed here. We receive a lot of 
spiritual support from the Church

17
The Catholic Church plays a key role in my life. We could be more welcoming and 
inclusive in our parish and aim to accept people as they are. We should consider how 
we can ensure we see all the community & value their contribution. Goal to be an 
inclusive non judgemental community.
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18

It is a source of sustenance on the journey through life, encouraging and enabling me 
to live out the Gospel in my inadequate way.Great Parish Priest - but so much depends 
upon him and I worry that the local church will change when a new priest is appointed... 
there is no engagement of the parish in the appointment of a parish priest - this is 
wrong.

19

I think that our parish community is very inclusive as it embraces other peoples' culture 
and beliefs, therefore making an individual feeling recognised and included. If someone 
has a question about a certain topic, they can easily ask our parish Priest about the 
deeper meaning of the topic and understand fully the scriptures, therefore adding to 
their understanding of the faith.

20

I’m glad that Corpus Christi is near to where I live and I can call in whenever I want. I 
welcome the opportunity to be in a peaceful and prayerful place. As I am just beginning 
to explore the Catholic faith I’m actually grateful that I can go unnoticed and 
unchallenged at this stage. I have a Catholic friend I can talk to so have the support 
and conversation I need at the moment.

21

1) Feeling part of a parish or community is an important element of my faith. This has
been widely diminished in the last two years and something which needs to be
restored. At present I feel disconnected from the community, due to the absence of in
person fellowship. 2) Sharing in the liturgy and music provides a great deal of relevance
for me as a practising catholic, and I always find the homilies enlightening. This is an
important 'anchor' in grounding my faith

22

Attending mass is very much my own contemplation, despite of at the beginning of my 
attendance at Headington Corpus Christie I felt lost and in need to get help with the 
Order of Liturgies. There was no one available at the time but only the priest was, who 
always welcomed and he still does with a great heart. Now the Church is being 
attended by a diversity of ethnic groups. They do not seem to be new to the Catholic 
faith. Normally, people tend to click together with whom they already know and feel 
comfortable with. So evangelizing and inviting new comers are not priorities, because it 
requires of leaving our comfort zone, sharing and disclosing ourselves to uncertain 
situations with commitment. We, including myself, have no space to listen to others, we 
are all busy. Since I became a Catholic in 2017, I am just beginning to be familiar with 
the liturgy. I believe it would have been quicker for me if there had been more 
welcoming members of the congregation to guide me. Consequently, I have been 
growing my faith in the Church, being comfortable without knowing anyone around me. 
Having a Church which is near where I live is important for me so that I can attend 
regularly.
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23

The Church has always been a central presence in my life; my vocation of Baptism, 
which (to the extent I let it!) underlies my life, is mainly expressed through my particular 
vocations of marriage and family life, of study, of secular occupations, and of leisure 
pursuits. Though membership of baptised People of God makes a difference to virtually 
every aspect of my life, membership of the parish is less significant than family, friends, 
work and study. Different forms of welcome suit different people. I don’t pretend to know 
how welcomed people feel, but the fact that they continue to come to Corpus Christi 
suggests something good is happening. As for listening, my impression is that people 
looking for individual, personal pastoral care do feel heard and are getting what they 
need. But the openings for more public listening are limited: dialogue is two-way, but 
sermons are one-way, and there are few opportunities for traffic in the other direction. If 
synodality is taken seriously, the “we” in this question has to involve opportunities for 
parishioners to listen and be listened to by each other; it’s not just a matter of traffic – 
even if two-way - going between individuals and a central hub. The recent parish 
meeting on the synod was perhaps a start, but a slightly faltering one; more is 
undoubtedly needed.

24

The Catholic Church / Our Parish is my immediate community and wider family here in 
England. When we go mass we celebrate the eucharist as a community and are in 
communion with God. I am surrounded by parishioners of all backgrounds at mass who 
share a longing to live better lives and to love and know God better and what he wants 
of us. The CC inspires me to think more deeply, to learn from people past and present 
and to grow in faith and awareness of others and to think about what is important. I 
personally do not feel in any way hindered by our Church in Headington / Parish when 
it comes to voicing my views - this is very much down to the qualities and openness of 
Canon Mervyn - who is worldy-wise and the diversity of our parishioners. Canon 
Meryvn leads the way on this, he is the figurehead who makes himself available at the 
end and at the start of mass. I have never seen a priest so active in a parish. The wider 
church could lean a lot from how Canon Mervyn makes himself so available and 
accessible to people particularly around mass times. Beyond the work that Canon 
Mervyn does (in welcoming people) I do not think that we as a Parish do enough, the 
formal structures in place to reach out to others in crisis may be there Peach and 
Justice Group for example, but how many of us are participating and supporting this 
work. Perhaps having more people coming to speak to us, guest speakers who we 
could forge closer links with these groups and their work. This crossed my mind 
recently when refugees were being evacuated from Afghanistan -it left me wondering 
what could or should our Church / Community be doing to reach our to these people for 
example. I appreciate that I am highlighting issues but not offering solutions or 
meaningful assistance here - time and commitments are a factor however.

5



COMMUNION 
What do your family, your friends and your work 
colleagues think of the Catholic Church?

1
My family have all left the Church. I am the only one who remains a practising Catholic. I 
do not have many Catholic friends but the ones I have known the longest and who live in 
this parish have left the Church as well. They have voted with their feet.

2 I honestly wouldn't know. I keep a low profile.

3

My children are moving away from the church which makes me a little sad, but I have 
always encouraged them to ask questions and research their ideas, and I have faith that 
they will return to the church and I know that they pray when they need to. My non 
religious friends feel that I am lucky to have a faith as they feel that something is 
missing in their lives (particularly as we are getting older and start to think about our 
own mortality). I do not preach but I show by example and know that they have a faith 
they just do not understand it as they too always turn to private prayer in times of need. 
They just don’t know where to go to feel comfortable about public prayer. Some friends 
have a fear of the church due to historical abuse and I have always tried to replicate 
Pope Francis’ calm way of explaining the sin of the people involved who used the church 
to access vulnerable children and pray that it never happens again. My colleagues (both 
Catholic and non Catholic) have a respect for the church that is evident when they teach 
the faith at school. They are also encouraged to ask questions and offer 
ideas and Fr Mervyn has offered to give extra support for specific areas that we are 
unsure of. 

4 Patriarchal, dogmatic, out of date, unwilling to change, misogynistic and can not 
understand why priests can't marry and why women can't be priests. 

5
the current pope is seen as a great conscience for the world and he is a light that shines 
for the church but many remain concerned about the governance of the church in the 
wake of the various child abuse scandals.

6
It is a solace for us. Also, it allows us to express our ethnic backgrounds such as; 
singing in our own native language, doing novenas and rosary, celebrating patron saints 
from our native lands.

7

I sometimes feel I'm hanging on by my fingernails as yet another outrage emerges: the 
marginalisation of women, the lingering clericalism, the almost unbelievably supine 
attitude of the English bishops in accepting our current non-ICEL liturgy translation, the 
impossible expectations of priests, the heads-in-the-sand about lay ministry, 
delegation... the 'pelvic/bedroom theology'. If it were not for my parish experience, I think 
i would have left by now - and I'm not a cradle Catholic but Catholic by conviction 
(previously nonconformist).
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8

My non-Catholic friends and work colleagues (researchers) mostly think of the Catholic 
Church as a bit of an anachronism, though the environmentally- and socially-committed 
ones have a lot of respect for Pope Francis' leadership on the ecological crisis and the 
work of many Catholic activists. I think some friends wonder why I want to be a Catholic. 
They manage fine without religion, so why would I think it necessary?

9

My immediate family ranges from being very regular practicing Catholics to being 
ambivalent about the CC and in some cases very anti-church. In the main they see it as 
old-fashioned, out of date and with an ageing population - with a lot of the Church 
infrastructure relics of the past. A majority feel that the church is a force for good but not 
very relevant in today's 'enlightened age' of science and not something they have much 
time or need for in their lives. This is not helped by all of the distractions these days 
including leisure the internet and media all competing for attention. The mainstream 
media and reporting has a significant influence on people's beliefs about the church. 
Pope Francis is seen as a positive figure who appeals to them. The scandals of the 
church and hypocrisy of the clergy tend to overshadow the good works which can be are 
tangible and obviously beneficial by any measure to any society. There is also a 
suspicion about the church and its modus operandi that is is self serving and outdated. 
Clever fictional stories and films that draw from or have parallels with the church often 
confuse, reinforce bias and misinform people (His Dark Materials, The Da Vinci Code).

10

I cannot answer for my work colleagues, as new working patterns do not provide the 
opportunity to discern what they think. I discussed faith with muslim colleagues during 
Ramadan and explained to them examples of christian fasting and in general there was 
a sympathetic common understanding. I doubt I would get the same reception from 
white non-believers. As a cradle catholic, with regards to friends and family, I think there 
is still a degree of respect for the church. But I do believe many older (lapsed) Catholics 
do no appreciate the change that has taken place in the catholic church over the last 
20-30 years. I think many people are baffled by Pope Francis and his message. For me
his writing is wonderfully relevant to our wider society today and fully in tune with their
own wider philosophy, but often lost in translation.

11

The Church is not well thought of by friends, colleagues - and even family. Adult children 
have grown away from the Church - feeling unwelcome for a variety of reasons... 
homophobia, clerical abuse, clericalism and misogyny... even dishonesty in response to 
the abuse case. The Church would benefit from greater involvement of women in 
decision and, in particular, in the ordained ministry, both deacons and priests, and in 
formalising the acceptance of married priests without having to have been Anglican 
priests first. In ecumenical terms, the parish should play a more significant role in local 
Churches Together groups - we are not well-thought of in terms of our ecumenical 
engagement.

12

The Catholic Church has some very bad press. I feel I am forever apologising for past 
actions that the Church itself won't apologise for. We look to the Holy Spirit for guidance 
yet don't seem to understand how best to help heal those who have suffered prolonged 
anguish. I also feel women remain handmaidens of the Church and am occasionally 
asked why I don't follow a more open and inclusive form of Christianity. I assure them 
that change comes from within and that my Catholic faith is what makes me the person I 
am today. Still, the overall thought of friends and work colleagues is one of curiosity and 
an element of suspicion as to why my faith is so prominent in my daily life.
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13

None of our children go anywhere near a church except for family weddings and 
funerals and have not had any of their children baptised. I think they see the Church as 
irrelevant to their lives, or unwelcoming to their particular lifestyles, even though 
Christian values clearly inform how they live. Friends (and work colleagues in earlier 
days) often respect – and in some cases share - my known Christian faith; their views of 
the Catholic Church seem to range from mixed admiration (eg for Pope Francis) and 
Christian-charitable disagreement through to polite silence, indifference, and anger at 
aspects of Church practice and teaching.

14

My perception of the Catholic Church as an institution has been a negative one sadly. 
Misogynist, homophobic, unwelcoming to non Catholics (not welcome to receive 
communion, no service sheet so no idea of the liturgy etc), obsessed with sin and sex… 
However since I started discussing the Catholic faith my views are changing and I have 
a better and more balanced understanding of some of these issues. I also know the 
Catholic Church to be creative, deeply rooted in history and tradition and often a force 
for good in the world.

15

Some of my Catholic friends believes the Catholic church is our source of graces 
through the sacraments and is an importnat part of our lives. While I have a friend who 
left the Catholic Church and has no religion because he said religion in general is only 
about politics and power. Some of my protestant friends thinks the Catholic churches 
teaching is incorrect inclduing the Papacy and Our Lady.

16

My friends think of Christianity as a very solemn faith and one that means that a follower 
of that faith to have little fun. Often teachers in my school teach Christianity 
fundamentally without interrpreting the scripture leading to students thinking that the 
teaches are nonsensical and in some circumstances appauling.

17

Some of my family feel completely excluded from the Catholic Church. Homosexual & 
separated friends & family do not feel welcomed or included. They feel judged & 
excluded can this be right when we are asked as Christians to love one another and not 
judge yet the leadership of the Catholic Church does the opposite.

18

Traditional and rigid Strong association with child abuse lack of transparency too much 
law and not enough equity eg Boris wedding Great respect for Pope Francis - his 
humility and vision for reform Not convinced why women can't be priests Views on 
contraception and abortion need to change

19

Before becoming a Catholic, I was an Anglican. Surely, my family in law seems very 
happy, including my husband. Catholic Faith In South Korea is growing, as well as some 
of my family members have became Catholic. I used to hear about negative aspects of 
Catholicism.
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20
The current pope is seen as a great conscience for the world and he is a light that 
shines for the church but many remain concerned about the governance of the church in 
the wake of the various child abuse scandals.

21
It is a solace for us. Also, it allows us to express our ethnic backgrounds such as; 
singing in our own native language, doing novenas and rosary, celebrating patron saints 
from our native lands.

22 People I know have a great mixture of views, some positive and some damaged by the 
church's record on child abuse and by a perceived unfairness in its treatment of women.

23 Patriarchal, dogmatic, out of date, unwilling to change, misogynistic and can not 
understand why priests can't marry and why women can't be priests.

24 My family and friends know that I need my faith and the Church and I think they think 
favourably of the Church.
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PARTICIPATION
3. Does our Parish make the most out of the
wonderful talents and skills of you and of the
people in the parish? What suggestions do you
have to encourage people with talents and skills
to become more involved in the life of the
Church?

1

The underlying questions are what sort of talents the Parish needs, and on what terms 
the Parish will enable people to deploy what they have to offer. In the Church in general 
there is clearly, and understandably, a tension between a genuine desire to build co-
responsibility and a more paternalistic view of church activity and leadership. A start on 
genuine co-responsibility at parish level would be to give the Pastoral Council a higher 
profile through making its membership better known (which I gather is once again in 
hand), publishing its agendas and minutes on the parish website, electing its own lay 
chair (surely a skill a number of parishioners could offer, and an opportunity to follow 
Francis’ lead in bringing more women into church leadership!) More general parish 
meetings, on a variety of issues, could encourage more participation (cf the successful 
Laudato Si! meeting we held a few years ago).

2

My musical talents are slight but I enjoy the chance of playing the organ at one of the 
Masses. I don't have time to do much more but would be happy to contribute more 
when I retire. I could and would preach but that is not an option as I was born female. 
There will be many Catholics with the practical and professional skills to manage parish 
operations and take some load off the priests, and a concerted recruitment of those 
who have recently retired could be extremely helpful. It would of course require 
overstretched parish priests to have some time and bandwidth to adapt and delegate, 
which is getting increasingly hard to imagine. It is beyond crazy to keep burdening 
parish priests with so many responsibilities, many of which they were not trained for, 
and in a situation where they have dwindling time for contact with people who might 
support them.

3

The Parish encourages us to get invovle with some activities, but I am personally afraid 
to commit since my schedule is not regular, so making regular commitments for me is a 
struggle and I do not want to cause disappointment if I am unable to participate when I 
am needed. Maybe gather people especially the young and give them the space to 
socialize and learn their faith and sacraments and be creative using their skills in talent, 
like what Protestants do, I know people who goes to protestant churches because they 
feel part of a group who Loves God and serves God. Also maybe with young couples 
create grout where they can build a network and share their faith and struggles.
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4

The " Parish" does not effectively fulfil a leadership role - that is left almost entirely to 
the parish priest. As strong and effective as our present parish priest is - and it is 
difficult to conceive of a better PP - the model is not sustainable because the structure 
does not have in-built sustainability. This is an issue for the church and to the model of 
clericalism upon which it depends at the present time. A greater Parish structure with an 
effective Parish council and sub groups would enable greater participation in the life of 
the parish. For instance with a "Meet and Greet Ministry" we would become a more 
welcoming church.

5

Given all the international influences, I have to say some parishioners shine while 
others are more removed in offering talents and skills. When looking at a diverse group 
of engaged people, I think we need to offer a range of opportunities to celebrate the 
talents of the community. Some will be better with youth engagement while others will 
grow in their participation of visiting the housebound. Still others will find ways to weave 
our church with the community. This requires creating more awareness of opportunity 
and more coordination of volunteers.

6

It would be a difficult question for me to answer. At Church what I do believe, to share 
our responsibilities as Christian, Not showing off talents or skills, but receiving charisms 
through our discernment: that is Christian Journey in Faith. In our life on earth, if you 
set off your journey with a good friend or friends you would be more likely succeed in 
becoming what you are meant to be. It would be the same if you have good Christian 
friends around you, you would become all more unique contributors not only to the 
parish but the community as well.

7

I think there are a lot of wonderful people volunteering in this parish, which has a very 
diverse population. I wonder about the young adults that you do not see at Mass; those 
who leave the Church when they become adults but do not move away from Oxford. In 
this case I would find a way to ask the families of those young adults how the local 
Church community could help. Some may be gay or trans and would therefore feel very 
excluded from the Catholic Church.

8

Both Fr Mervyn and Sr Marie Ann (and Fr John when he was our parish priest) saw that 
I had an interest in teaching and supported me in my pursuit of teacher training followed 
by employment at the local Catholic primary school. They often call on the international 
community to take part in parish events (pre-Covid) that involve food or music. They 
also have close links to the school and encourage the children to get involved with the 
church events.

9

Probably not because there is no easy way to understand the scope of how one might 
get involved. It also needs a process and probably a coordinator which is a big job and 
can't be added to the already busy Parish Priest role.The church is still very patriarchal 
- will it ever change? Could women have a greater leadership role & if so can we
support & encourage this in visible ways.

10

I don't feel qualified to answer - I have barely been there in the last two years, and don't 
get involved much if I am there. I have only ever read. I do think that Readers need a 
gift for communicating and training in doing so. It is a Ministry and deserves to be 
treated as such.

11



11

A difficult question given covid but probably No. An important part of any post synod 
approach, would be to bring people together in a culture of support and enrichment. 
Smaller more personal and less formal opportunities to share faith and provide support.

12

No. Identify needs. Find out what people do, what skill sets they have and whether they 
would be willing to use their talents to assist in taking ideas forward or to be part of . 
something bigger.

13
We do make use of skills of those in the parish and I am sure when we are more able to 
get together again we shall organise new groups for prayer and other activities.

14
undoubtedly many hidden talents. I think more opportunities to engage in small groups 
and get to know each other can draw these out and people be encouraged

15
more work is needed to build the community. church is perhaps too focussed on the 
mass and is much less present in the daily lives of its members

16
Communications is key. Nothing can happen till people talk to find out about each 
other’s wonderful talents and skills!

17
People should be encouraged to get involved because It is great fun, it's interesting and 
you make new friends !

18 I think that the various choirs in the masses show the talents amoung the people

19 Yes, we our encourage to join in our choir, readers, servers our stewards.

20 I have no suggestions at present. This is a very open and friendly parish.
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PARTICIPATION
4. How do you believe your presence at Mass
makes a difference and how does prayer and
liturgical celebration, especially Sunday mass,
inspire and guide you?

1

My presence at Mass bears witness to my faith in this very secular society. I tell any 
new friends and acquaintances that I am a Christian but none of those who are secular 
have asked me about joining any Church let alone the Catholic one with a Pope who 
lives in Rome. Prayer is essential to me as it continues to deepen my relationship with 
Jesus Christ. I love the Jesuit form of prayer which involves music, images, passages 
from Scripture and perhaps most importantly for me, contemplation/meditation. "Pray 
as you go" can be accessed online at any time. Prayers I have learned since I was a 
child somehow seem very repetitive and can be said without any thought to the 
meaning of the words Mass any day, let alone Sunday is an experience with Jesus 
Christ so utterly essential for me in my life, even if it is only online.

2

I have rarely taken part in Mass over the last few years (predating by some while the 
onset of the pandemic). By and large I do not miss it, though I do yearn for some form 
of Christian communion of a kind that I have not experienced through Mass. The 
difference made by absenting myself from Mass is, encouragingly, that I put more time 
and effort into praying-through-thinking about how my Christian life is to be lived and 
how I relate to the Christian community. This has forced me to put more store by more 
outward-facing, less “churchy” ways of trying to live out the Gospel. Less positively, it is 
also a relief not to undergo the negative feelings I have increasingly experienced over 
many years at the way Mass is conducted.

3

I feel unsettled if I miss Mass, my whole week is not quite right. I feel that I have my 
strength and patience replenished when I attend Mass - it is like a physical and spiritual 
calmness that comes over me as I settle into a pew. Fr Mervyn’s homilies make me 
think about my actions and teachings in school and at home that are linked to the 
Gospel. I try my best to live my life as a good example and when I flounder, I seek 
guidance and forgiveness in confession. I then try to be more reflective and learn from 
my mistakes.

4

Every week I grow in my belief and understanding of what it is to be Catholic. It isn't just 
Fr. Mervyn's excellent pastoral care and guidance but the connected examples of those 
in the church with me. My husband lost his faith for good reasons but he marvels at our 
local walks where I stop to talk with my fellow parishioners, even if I don't know their 
names. I see the Holy Spirit in their Sign of Peace for all around. There is no other 
place in my encounters that is so inclusive without question.
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5

Mass is special, the mystery of the Eucharist is central to mass and receiving 
communion is a great gift given to us. Being physically present is preferable to watching 
online but not a full time substitute for mass. I also enjoy people's company and 
communion with God and community happen in one place when we are together in the 
church. The liturgy, the homily, the singing, the personal contact take us out of 
ourselves and affords us time to think and learn and to love.

6

I am part of the body of Christ, so it is more complete if I am there, by however tiny a 
margin. Liturgical celebration is a mixed blessing: the obsequious, weird language is a 
pain and neither inspires nor guides me. The preaching is helpful. At the same time, the 
cycle of readings and yearly cycle of feasts are of great value - sometimes comforting, 
sometimes challenging, often joyful.

7

shows commitment to faith and community, example to my children. its something 
special i can't do at home, and an opportunity to receive holy communion and i enjoy 
being with others to pray and being part of a community. i like to listen to the readings/ 
gospel and the sermon and receive weekly input for my spiritual life. i like to sing

8

It is a sign of the christian presence in a secular world - and the celebration of the Mass 
with inspiring sermons is a constant nourishment for the soul. Being part of a 
worshipping and supportive community is sustaining and gives a sense of belonging, 
both to the local church but also to the church world wide.

9

I am not sure if my presence makes a difference, but I know it makes a difference in my 
life and when I receive the Lord in the Eucharist, the readings and homily helps me to 
see Will of God in my life and how I can practice my faith in the world today faced with 
many difficulties.

10
It makes a difference, but I am not sure that I can say how? The rhythm/seasons of the 
liturgy give a structure to our parish/my life. Mass, being a Catholic, prayer is all I have 
ever known since I was a child and gives meaning to my life.

11
I think that the homilies in the masses help to guide the congregation how to conduct 
themselves and help other people. Obviously being at Mass results in the liturgy being 
more engaging and gives a sense of collective learning.

12
I look forward every Sunday for the homily because it is the way Fr. Mervyn link the old 
testament, world history and gospel which a lay people can understand clearly. Also, 
the application in our daily lives.

13
Everyone who participates by attending mass enriches the experience for all. Mass, as 
I understand it, is made up and completed by parishioners as much as clergy. Mass is 
central to my week.

14
It does help me keep going with constantly renewing my positive thoughts and being 
inspired. Although I am alone physically most of time at mass, I feel always with 
someone.
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15
Despite not taking communion I appreciate having a meaningful blessing from Fr 
Merwyn which I feel makes a positive difference to my day. I’ve never been to a Sunday 
mass.

16 I feel my presence at Mass gives me a regular contact with my faith. I always find the 
sermon insightful I don't however always follow through the insight gained!

17 it is an important moment of reflection in the week and a time for family to be together 
without the distractions of the modern world

18 The Sunday Mass and prayer help me every day and certainly give me strength to do 
things where I might have failed in the past

19 Father Mervyn's sermons are always interesting and thought provoking. There's not 
enough time for silent prayer / meditation.

20 See Answer 1 - fellowship with the 'community' and 'relevance' to lifes challenges
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MISSION
5. What does our Parish do well to help
parishioners grow their faith, particularly in
support of families of young people in their faith
development?

1

As our children are now all in their 40s I cannot comment on what support may be 
currently available for young families. For adults, there are many roads to growing in 
faith, depending on personality, culture, station in life, education etc. For all I know 
support needs are being met in/by the parish through such things as prayer groups, 
culturally-grounded fellowship groups. From my own perspective, my own growth in 
faith is supported principally by a loving wife and family, even though our children don’t 
go near a church except for weddings and funerals; it is clear to me that the Spirit is 
present and active in our family beyond the formal confines of the church – something 
to recognise and build on. My faith also grows through membership of a local fellowship 
group: we meet for discussion on broadly theological topics, prayer, general friendship 
and a glass of wine. I think we resemble in some ways the Jewish chaburah of Jesus’ 
time. The group - an instance of the lay apostolate of like to like - is in large part 
successful because it operates on the basis of shared leadership among the group, 
rather than authority from above. I have found nothing within the parish to match this 
important source of my spiritual nourishment, which is a pity. Perhaps such groups do 
exist; if not they would a good thing to develop. Finally, reading and more formal study 
are also ways for me to grow in faith There does not seem to be much of this within the 
parish, but perhaps the need is in any case best met through the local universities and 
online study; it would be good, though, if such opportunities were publicised through 
parish channels.

2

The Liturgy for the children is an enormous help to children SrMA has been amazing in 
the work she has done for years. Having more people involved in this is key. The 
approach taken in our parish, preparing children for the sacraments is very strong. 
There are links also to St. Joseph's and St Gregory's and Canon Mervyn does excellent 
work with St Joseph's with regular masses and live streams working tirelessly to help us 
to grow our faith. He has introduced the Catenians from the pulpit and has given 
various openings to people and groups. He has tried to install a youth officer (but 
COVID has not helped) and this should be looked at again and funded properly. The 
Filipino / East Timor groups make great use of the hall and they have a lively 
community at the heart of the Church, a little like how the Irish would have come 
together in times past a community that was were central to getting the parish hall built 
many decades ago.
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3

There are many (again pre-Covid) groups that have been formed with Fr Mervyn’s 
encouragement eg. Prayer groups, Justice and Peace groups, Journey through Faith 
groups, coffee mornings after Mass, also families are welcome at all Masses not just at 
specific times. There was an opening for a Liturgical leader at one Mass and Fr 
encouraged a group of parents to set one up for their own children and the group just 
grew and grew! There is a strong group of altar servers and they have fun events 
throughout the year to thank them for their service. The readers have a blessing each 
year and a thank you as an encouragement to continue doing such an important job. 
My husband is a reader and I know he feels a strong sense of belonging to the parish. 
He converted to Catholicism 4 years ago and I feel that this is due to Fr Mervyn’s gentle 
encouragement and honest responses to his questions.

4

Inspirational sermons are a great help... but the Church has a lamentable gap, 
particularly in this Diocese, in provision for the youth. Confirmation at age 10/11 is 
inappropriate - I think most families would agree but the Diocese seems locked into a 
policy determined many years ago. I would also say that the decision some years ago 
to close the ecumenical St Augustine's School and open an unsustainable Catholic 
secondary was a tragic error. Again, clerical central decision-making against the will of 
the laity... In the parish, we have a great resource in Sr Marie Ann who does important 
work with young people up to confirmation age.

5

the first communion and confirmation are very inclusive - but think little on offer to follow 
up apart from becoming altar servers. I am sure we could learn a lot from some of the 
other churches in Headington how they keep their youth engaged. we need to offer 
things to encourage them to come along and provide answers to their questions, so that 
they want to come to church. Coffee after mass is good starting point for adults - but 
opportunities to discuss our faith in small groups and share our journey would be good - 
perhaps Sycamore or Cafe Course such as 'Belong and believe, or The gift. or small 
prayer groups

6

I think there is a lot of support in Catholic schools. There used to be a liturgy for the 
children during 11.a.m. Mass on a Sunday. Canon Mervyn is very good at explaining 
the scripture at Mass and there is a possibility, as in all parishes, for anyone wanting to 
join the Catholic Church to be given instructions on how to do so. But for me the 
question remains, " how do we help parishioners e.g. the elderly who may not be able 
to come Mass to grow their faith

7

We can do better. We offer the preparation for the sacraments which is terrific. There 
isn't a solid platform for the youth to take hold of their own mission and voice within the 
Church though. We have soup for the elderly but not games night for the youth. It 
requires them to give us the idea, too. What do they want to promote as members of 
the Catholic Church? How do we implement this in ways we prove we are listening and 
growing with them?

8

 The parish always gives us the Sacraments and encourages us to receive them. When 
we got Married Fr. Mervyn guide us through the whole process, and gave us spiritual 
support to be ready for our marriage. He always asks how we are doing and 
encourages us to come for the Mass and love each other.
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9
It's a place of welcome where parishioners can meet others to grow their faith. There 
are pilgrimages and some groups for people with particular devotions or interests. As 
far as I know, there is not much going on for young people.

10
the parish is good for young people, especially in preparation for the sacraments but 
most catholic churches have no active youth workers and engaging teens and young 
people must be a priority for the future of the church

11
There are opportunities for families Holy communion, Confirmation classes and altar 
serving but are they the right ones and is it enough. I think this could be a topic 
explored in more depth with young people themselves

12
Our Parish is very good at getting new parishioners and children to help and become 
involved in any activity during the Mass, like reading, carrying something to the altar, 
lighting candles.

13
I think that activities such as the childrens' stations of the cross make it so that younger 
people can follow along with biblical events in a way they can understand and be 
inquisitive of.

14 Father Mervyn does a great deal to help individuals but one person can not do 
everything. It would be good to have the Catholic version of the Alpha course.

15 I do not really know what has been happening. There are some people working very 
hard, I believe, especially our parish priest: I am very sorry for him.

16 Lots of guiding to wider opportunities at Oxford and Diocese level. Not much for young 
adults and one for a specific focus.

17 Our parish encourages youth by providing catechism and preparation for first 
communion and confirmation.

18 As far as I have seen, Father Mervyn and Sister go to great lengths to support young 
families.

19 Again I don't feel qualified to answer this.
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MISSION
6. What more can we do in our Parish to reach
out to people in need (homeless, lonely, the
bereaved, prisoners, the sick, people with
addictions, refugees, people with disabilities,
those who suffer in developing countries)?

1

This is difficult to answer without an overview of what is already happening in the 
parish; assembling and publicising this information would be a useful first step for the 
Pastoral Council to undertake. I suspect that there is much more going on in the parish 
to support people in need than most of us individually are aware of; building greater 
parish awareness of existing initiatives would (a) be encouraging in itself (b) publicise 
activities parishioners might be glad to join in (c) have the potential for common efforts 
among related initiatives (d) help identify gaps where a Christian response might be 
called for. I am also very conscious that many parishioners carry out their Christian 
vocation of loving their neighbour through medical/hospital work and related fields, as 
well as in myriad informal ways (eg looking out for an elderly or isolated neighbour). 
This needs recognising and celebrating as bringing Christ to others, as well prompting 
thought on what more might be done. What I can say from my limited vantage point is 
that the almost vanishingly small J & P group struggles on supporting various initiatives, 
but could really do with serious parish (PC? PP?) support to achieve a higher profile 
and larger membership. Beyond the J & P group I am aware of the Thursday Lunch 
Club, which meets a manifest need for older and often lonely people to meet for 
fellowship over a meal (fostering this is a thoroughly Christian witness - cf Jesus and 
table fellowship). Though based at Corpus Christi, TLC is ecumenical in its 
organisation; there is valuable Christian scope to develop cooperative witness among 
the local churches in the area of meeting people’s needs.

2

Have more guest speakers come to speak about the issues and the work they do. 
There was a person who came to speak to us who was involved in visiting prisoners. It 
might be better to have people come to a couple of times a year perhaps so that the 
parishioners can be reminded or kept updated on the work that they do. Associate 
ourselves with non-catholic groups who are addressing these problems - not to be 
reinventing the wheel. The solutions to alleviate these problems doesn't have to be just 
a Catholic one if the work is aligned with a Catholic ethos. Fundraising initiatives / 
collections at the gate are typical approaches. Getting people to put their hands up to 
assist is one thing, if they cant then getting them make a charitable donation is the 
other (or both). Our Parish has been an early adopter of DONA and has an excellent 
news letter. Other social media avenues should be explored to see how we can better 
reach a wider audience, this applies on several fronts.
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3

I have never thought about any of this - but now, opening my mind even a little it seems 
to me that reaching out is surely good, but reaching 'in' might be more needed? How 
can we reach out if it is we, those we sit next to, those who who barely come through 
the door - us, the parishioners - who are the lonely, bereaved, prisoners, sick, have 
addictions, are refugees, have disabilities and suffer right here on the doorstep? Look 
to us, ourselves.. little things can make a huge difference - we have a parish hall, let us 
use it - coffee mornings/knit and natter/come and craft something - every week/
regularly and don't charge, tea and coffee and biscuits cost nothing and could put 
people off - open to all, all of the above.. no one needs to declare themselves lonely or 
suffering in any way, and people will know themselves cared for and held in their 
humanity. Amen!

4

homeless - I have encountered homeless at Mass and linking with the excellent local 
support opportunities in Oxford and linking with these lonely - this is a probably the 
biggest issue and greatest challenge, and should be a priority - - bring back hospitality 
and consider small groups to visit others the bereaved - linked to lonely, like the focus 
during November prisoners - often also homeless and linkage to wider groups , the sick 
- greater outreach people with addictions - see homeless refugees - there is a growing
population in Headington and making the church open to them is a priority people with
disabilities - need to revisit the whole access strategy as part of the church redecoration
and reordering those who suffer in developing countries - perhaps link with a parish in
another country

5

The Justice and Peace Group is a solid example of intent but the average age of those 
participating isn't promising for future engagement. How do we create activities and 
awareness with all other than notices in the weekly bulletin? Offering food for the 
hungry and toys for children at Christmas are beautiful, helpful activities. How do we 
combine our Catholic voice with those who are actively engaged in these activities? 
The CAFOD international matching of parishes where we were able to provide a water 
system to a parish in Ethiopia was a wonderful example of community participation to 
build global awareness of issues. How do we build on those possible activities to 
include a range of people from the parish to engage?

6

I think we have a very good way of helping those in developed countries through our 
own charity CAFOD. From my experience there are still people in the parish who have 
no idea what CAFOD is, maybe because they have come from countries outside of the 
UK. I am aware we support the food banks, refugees, the elderly, but there is no list of 
groups on the website, so if someone needed help and tried to look for a group, they 
wouldn't know that the local Catholic community does offer help & support. They may 
not want to talk to the parish priest for a variety of reasons. The laity, not the clergy, the 
bishops, the archbishops or the Cardinal, are usually the first contact for any person 
who needs friendship, help and support.

7

The parish has done a lot through the Justice and Peace group - supporting Live 
Simply campaign, collecting for the foodbank, collecting for the Gatehouse, supporting 
Friends of the Holy Land. However, if someone was bereaved or lonely I don't know 
where they go to other than Father Mervyn. It would be good if there was a team/ group 
to help the bereaved and the lonely. As we face the cost of living crisis in the next few 
months a lot of people will be looking for support and advice and we should be 
prepared to help.
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8

This is a big question and the different groups need different help. We could stratify 
where the greatest need is and focus on that. There could be a process for those who 
would like help to opt in and ask for support. Do we have skills across the parish for all 
these needs? Becoming a welcoming parish would be a good first step but again it 
needs a leader to run this. Could the pastoral council have people who lead specific 
pieces of work on behalf of the parish.

9

For the lonely, bereaved or disabled perhaps a system of phoning/visiting for those who 
would like this might be set up - or does this already exist? It's quite easy to fit a 
phonecall or visit to someone who'd like this into the diary, especially for those who are 
newly retired and have free time. Some kind of mentoring system for the young or 
needy could also be set up so that life experience and expertise can be shared.

10

The Parish is a Live Simply and Fairtrade Parish - parishioners help with lunch clubs 
and the food bank ... but how embedded is it? The Parish responds well when appeals 
are made for CAFOD and other church agencies - but is it a tangential part of the parish 
life...? We need to see our parish as a member of the global community - and also as 
an ecumenical partner in the local church.

11

I suspect most of this outreach is done via supporting parishioners to reach out in their 
daily lives, not least all those who work in the caring professions and public service 
jobs. And by 'supporting', I mean, continuing to be a hospitable place where good news 
is proclaimed and parishioners are encouraged to take it seriously.

12

I do live in this parish for more than 14 years, I have no ideas of our parish, except our 
allotment politics. All I would like to say that before sending people out there should be 
some training as a group with helping them and guide with scriptures. As our parish has 
very much multi cultural and multi lingual congregation.

13

I think our parish does a lot for those in need. We have strong links with Cafod and 
have organised many events and fundraising for various groups. We have a thriving 
parish which is always busy with the next project and I look forward to the day that we 
can continue this properly once normality ensues!

14
Welcome them to church and assigned days where they can have some food or where 
they can collect basic necessities, assign someone or group to facilitate it. I saw some 
churches offering free Christmas Dinners for the homeless something like that.

15
the church community needs to become more actively engaged in outreach. there is too 
much need for the parish priest to do this alone, and so a new approach to leadership 
and involvement is urgently needed.

16 Adopting a developing country and help them to create a small group to address the 
need of the community. For example homeless, provide ideas to combat this problem.

17 I feel there is good support for parishioners and friends who need help or are sick.
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18 Not sure - perhaps more small groups formed with interests in these things

22



23



24



25



26



27



28



29



30

Nick Kenworthy-Browne




31



32



33



34



35



36



37



38



39



40



41



42



43



44




