
Justice and Peace Group – Minutes 10th November 2022


Present: Maggie Guy, John Guy, John Kirwan, Liz Kirwan, Richard 
Brooke, Anna Brooke, Chezarina Kirigua. Guest: Celia Deane 
Drummond.


Apologies: Sula Wiltshire, Sarah Darby, Catherine Mountford.


1. Our guest, Celia Deane Drummond, spoke about the Laudato Si’ 
Institute, a Jesuit initiative based at Campion Hall, part of the 
University of Oxford. A team of 10 – 12 are engaged in an 
‘intellectual apostolate’ which works at the boundary of research 
and practical outcomes, exploring the incarnation and the 
interconnectedness and interdependence of all things. Celia is 
the director of the Institute and is a scientist and a theologian. 
Insights happen at the edges – where research meets 
marginalised people and indigenous communities. They have 
worked with Cafod on carbon transition, and with Salford Diocese 
, which is now becoming a model of greening a catholic 
structure, and of moving towards carbon neutrality. Through the 
website people can access key texts free, worldwide. The ‘into 
practice’ person is Edward De Quay. Recommended author: 
Dennis Edwards, eco theologian. 


We wondered where our parish might go next – perhaps reviving 
the interest in Laudato Si’ by showing the film, The Letter, and or 
an evening with Edward De Quay. He could tell us more about 
Laudato Si Animators – carrying concepts further in practice. 
Other churches and places of worship in Headington could be 
invited. Celia to virtually introduce Edward to Maggie.


Many thanks to Celia for sharing her thoughts with us.


2. Warm Spaces. Fr Mervyn has said that he welcomes the idea of 
using the hall, as a service to the community, and that there 
would be no charge for heating. However, we felt that we do not 
have the right offer at this point to open the hall as a warm 
welcome space. (Other churches are offering child friendly 
spaces or work stations, and food.) We decided to leave the idea 
open for now until more is known about what the need is, 
perhaps in cold weather after Christmas. By then more people, 
including those in work, may also find themselves in poverty. One 
possibility might be to open the hall as a work space if internet 



safety issues can be addressed. There may be opportunities to 
volunteer in other centres. We can advertise what others (URC, 
Baptists,) are offering in the newsletter. Anna to forward this 
information to John G. 


3. Toys. The Salvation Army are appealing for toys for Christmas for 
local disadvantaged children. Gifts need to be in the Cowley 
Centre by 13th December. We said that an appeal will go in the 
bulletin w/e 26/27 November, boxes to the back of churches the 
following two weekends, 3rd/4th  and 10/11 December. Anna to 
send information to John G for the newsletter.


4. Family Fast Day. This raised the great sum of £1335. No 
envelopes needed next time, but posters and prayer cards 
please.


5. Soup Lunch. A very enjoyable occasion, and we would like to do 
more of them. Next one Lent Fast Day, March 3rd. In future we 
will list allergens and provide gluten free bread. Funds could be 
raised for other causes on future occasions; Friends of the Holy 
Land was mentioned. 


6. Homeless Soup. Richard to find out  when we could do a turn at 
providing soup. 


7. Homeless Winter Necessities. Anna to find out what is needed, 
collection in January. 


8. Christmas Fete. Maggie to organise a Fairtrade stall.


9. Food Bank. Chezarina has visited, and thought they had enough 
volunteers. It would be good to know what the demand is like at 
present, and if they need anything in particular.


10.Kenya: Chezarina reported what she saw in Kenya over the 
summer – people suffering the effects of the east African 
drought, while at the same time there are miles of polytunnels 
growing food for export to Europe. Potatoes were left to rot, 
because they were ‘the wrong shape’ for KFC chips. It was good 
if depressing to hear about the broken food system at first hand. 
There are about 200 Kenyans living in Oxford, some of whom may 
appreciate knowing about food banks, warm spaces and Better 
Housing Better Health – Chezarina to look in to this. 


11.Board: Toy appeal, winter homeless appeal, soup making. 




Next meeting: Thursday January 12th 7.30. Hall.


