Justice and Peace Group - Minutes 12t January 2023

Present: Sula Wiltshire, John Kirwan, Liz Kirwan, Chezarina Kirigua, Sarah Darby,
Catherine Mountford, John Guy, Maggie Guy.

Apologies: Richard Brooke, Anna Brooke

Meeting with Edward de Quay

* Some of the group had met with Edward, the Integral Ecology Project
Officer at the Laudato Si’ Research Institute in Oxford, earlier in the week
on January 10th. Edward gave us a presentation which included the targets
set by some Dioceses to become Carbon Neutral or reach Net Zero.

* The Archdiocese of Birmingham’s target is Net Zero by 2030.

* He sent an email following the meeting, with actions and further
information, (see below) and has put us in touch with Caroline Bietso from
the Archdiocese who is able to help with energy audits etc and is looking for
pilot projects.

* Two potential options are installation of solar panels and refurbishment of
the lodge, beside the church in Wheatley.

o John K and Sula will report back to the Parish Pastoral Council on
Saturday 14,

The Letter

Although we are a Live Simply and a Fairtrade Parish the principles are not

embedded in the parish. One potential option is to have film showing of The

Letter - A thought-provoking new documentary, developed with the help

and participation of Pope Francis, is uniting the Church across the globe

in its call for environmental and social justice.
https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/The-Letter-
Event-agenda.pdf

To be arranged for later in the year.

CAFOD

* Lent Family Fast Day is on Friday March 319, the theme is the Climate Crisis.
Agreed that we ask Fr. Mervyn to promote it and aim to speak at all Masses
for Harvest Fast Day.

* Soup Lunch: The Lunch held in October was quite well attended - agreed
to hold another one in aid of CAFOD on March 3. Arrangements to be made
via email / or at the next meeting.

* CAFOD’S Volunteer Morning: Thursday February 9t at Our Lady Help of
Christians, Hollow Way - 10 for 10.30am. These are generally excellent.
Action: Maggie to circulate details.

Fairtrade
* Not everyone realises that all tea, coffee, and sugar served at parish events
must be Fairtrade. Liz and Chezarina - will reinforce the message.
* Can be highlighted when the film, The Letter, is shown.
* Fairtrade Fortnight 27t February 12th March.


https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/The-Letter-Event-agenda.pdf

o To be promoted in the bulletin and on the board.

Friends of the Holy Land.
* Consider an event after Lent - consider Soup lunch / supper - cake sale.

Toys for the Salvation Army - a good response from the parish, there is a photo on
the website under parish news.

Gatehouse

* Soup making for the Gatehouse - has happened.

* Appeal: Agreed to appeal for toiletries, sleeping bags and clothing, not food
as this clashes with the Foodbank collection.

* Advertise in the Bulletin on weekends of 215t /22" and 28/29% January and
start collecting on 4t / 5t Feb for 3 weekends. Sula will be able to deliver
to the Gatehouse.

* There will be boxes in the back of both churches. Maggie to provide in
Wheatley and Anna at CC.

Homeless in Oxford

Oxford Winter Night Shelter (OWNS) has started again with about 10 beds available
every night until end of March, beds are available on a rotating basis in different
city centre churches.

The sleep out which had been postponed until March 34 has now been cancelled.

Warm Spaces
There does not seem to have been a great take up.

Board
Suggest - start with Gatehouse Appeal and follow up with Fairtrade and Fast day.
Maggie to ring Anna.

Date of next meeting: Thursday 23" February in the hall or Quiet room.

Post meeting
Good to have a timeline of events
Sula to send a card to Peter Bean from the group.

Email from Edward de Quay
the main actions were:
* Show ‘The Letter’ to the parish community,.
* I’ll put you in touch with Caroline at the Diocese.
* Solar was previously agreed for the parish. Follow this up, but try and get an
energy assessor to determine the best type. | can’t recommend anyone locally but
a google threw up the following:
o Low Carbon Hub
o County Council
o Cosy Homes Oxfordshire
o Energy Solutions Oxfordshire



https://www.lowcarbonhub.org/
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/environment-and-planning/energy-and-climate-change/what-you-can-do
https://cosyhomesoxfordshire.org/
https://www.energysolutionsoxfordshire.org/

o Local Energy Oxfordshire
* The presbytery at Wheatley. Is there incentive to better the EPC and allow it to be
rented, with payback through rent?
Some things | said | would send below:

* Updated guidance from Guardians of Creation in June. Current versions here.
* The Birmingham Archdiocese net zero 2030 aim.
* The Journey to 2030 getting started guide.

Best wishes,

Edward de Quay
Integral Ecology Project Officer

Laudato Si' Research Institute
Campion Hall, University of Oxford
Brewer Street, Oxford OX1 1QS

www.lsri.campion.ox.ac.uk



https://project-leo.co.uk/
https://www.stmarys.ac.uk/research/areas/theology-and-ethics/guardians-of-creation/resources.aspx
https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/news/the-archdiocese-of-birmingham-divests-from-fossil-fuels
https://journeyto2030.org/getting-started-2/
https://lsri.campion.ox.ac.uk

