
Two week Christmas Edition Masses from  24 December   CYCLE Year B

SCRIPTURE REFLECTION                                                       On the Fourth Sunday of Advent the Liturgy concentrates on the Blessed Virgin Mary, full of grace 
(Gospel: Luke 1:26-38). She belongs to the House of David, the dynasty promised by the Lord (First Reading: 2 Samuel 7:1-5,8-12,14-16), 
the mystery revealed (Second Reading: Romans 16:25-27). At Christmas, we celebrate the fullness of God’s revelation, as taught in the 
accounts of the Scriptures. On the Feast of the Holy Family, we read from Luke who alone records the account of the Presentation in the 
Temple, emphazising the poverty of the Holy Family and their following the Torah (Gospel: Luke 2:22-40).  The legitimate heir of Abram is 
Isaac (First Reading: Genesis 15:1-6; 21:1-3). St. Paul gives rules for the family (Second Reading: Colossians 3:12-17) 
Responsorial Psalm meditation: “I will for sing for ever of your love O Lord” (Psalm 88/89:2).
Scripture Readings for two weeks

 Christmas Masses
 Acts 6:8-10; Ps 30; Mt 10:17-22
1 John 1:1-4; Ps 96; John 20:2-8
1 John 1:5-2:2; Ps 123; Mt 2:13-18
Col 1:24-29; Ps 22; Luke 22:24-30 
1 John 2:12-17; Ps 95; Luke 2:26-40
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Tues 26  10.00am Ann Ong and family  St Stephen, First Martyr
Wed 27 9.15am  In Thanksgiving                        St. John the Apostle  
Thur 28   No Mass  Holy Innocents
Fri 29 9.15am  Georgete  Gomes St Thomas Becket
Sat 30 10.00am  John Denning and family  6th day Christmas Octave

THE HOLY FAMILY   31 DECEMBER 2023
Saturday  @ Our Lady of Lourdes: 
 6.00pm  People of the Parish  
Sunday  

9.00am   John and Barker families 
 11.00am   John and Elizabeth Kirwan 
 6.30pm   Special Intention

4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT            24 December 2023 
Saturday 6.00pm @ Our Lady of Lourdes: People of the Parish 
 Sunday  9.00am Shalini and family

 11.00am    Joao Pedro and Santina Coutinho
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SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:   Saturday 10.30 am to 11am and on call. 
BENEDICTION:  most Fridays after Mass.
BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP - SATURDAY 6 January after 10am Mass. First Saturday 
in the  month after morning Mass.  
HONOUR OUR LADY: After 9.15am Mass and the Rosary, we pray the Novena to Our 
Mother of Perpetual Help.  This beautIful Novena honours Our Lady in prayer and in songs. 

Parish Priest: Rev. Canon Mervyn Tower 
Parish Administrator: Mrs Leti Gomes      
St Joseph’s Primary School;  01865 763357.   www.st-josephs-pri.oxon.sch.uk
Greyfriars Secondary School; 01865 749933. www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk

88 Wharton Road,  Oxford, OX3 8AJ. 01865 762433 
e: corpuschristi.oxford@rcaob.org.uk

Safeguarding Representative is Ruth Kennell. 
The Parish operates in accordance with Statutory 
Safeguarding Guidance and the National and Archdiocesan 
policies & procedures at all times.   Ruth can be contacted 
at  sg.corpuschristi.oxford@rcaob.org.uk.  Alternatively  
contact the Diocesan Safeguarding team on 0121 230 6240 
(safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk) if you have any concern.

Fr Mervyn’s Christmas 
Message

May the Lord fill you with 
his love, peace, hope and 

joy this Christmastide 

6.00pm First Mass of Christmas Calnan Family
11.30pm  Vigil Carol Service followed by

 12.00 Midnight Mass  People of the Parish
9.00am  O’Donoghue family 

11.00am Special Intention
   Our Lady of Lourdes, Wheatley

10.00am   Special Intention

SOLEMNITY OF THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD

The collections on Christmas Day are the traditional 
Christmas Offerings to the Parish Priest

NB Direct Debit payments do NOT contribute to this collection

Mon 1   Solemnity: Mary, the Holy Motherof God
10.00am  Fr. Anthony de Vere

 12.00  Noon (OLL) People of the Parish
Tues 2  Memoria of SS. Basil and Gregory Nazianzen

9.15am  Nathaniel Freitas Alves
Wed 3 9.15am   Elias Fernandes 
Thurs 4 No Mass              
Fri 5 9.15am   Sharon and Martin
Sat 6 10.00am  Santina Coutinho

Masses in January 2024

Sunday 7 January The Epiphany
Saturday 6pm (Vigil) at OLL   People of the Parish

9.00am  Patrick Kelly
11.00am Nick Rose
6.30pm  Special Intention

 Nm 6:22-27; Ps 66; Gal 4:4-7; Luke 2:16-21
 1 John 2:22-28; Ps 97; John 1:19-28
 1 John 2:29-3:6; John 1:29-34
1 John 3:7-10; Ps 97; John 1:35-42
 1 John 3:11-21; Ps 99; John 1:43-51
1 John 5:5-13; Ps 147; Mark 1:6-11

Monday
Tuesday    
Wednesday
Thursday  
Friday                            
Saturday     

Monday
Tuesday    
Wednesday
Thursday  
Friday                            
Saturday                                              

Monday 25 December - Saturday 30 December     Monday 1 January - Saturday 6 January

https://portal.mydona.com/assets/webPay/index.php?cid=285
mailto:sg.corpuschristi.oxford%40rcaob.org.uk?subject=Safeguarding%20Matter


God our Father, you call us to gather for this 
Sunday Mass. Help us to draw strength  from the 
Holy Scriptures and from the Holy Eucharist, so 

that we deepen our love for you. 

May we be enlivened by the Holy Spirit  to mirror the 
words and actions  of your Son Jesus Christ  and 

become more clearly  your instruments of mercy to 
others.      
We ask this through Christ our Lord.   Amen.

Prayer for the Preparation of Mass

PARISH NEWS Dates for your Diary
CLICK HERE

 All those in the sick list must actively agree to their inclusion. The 
prayer list will be reviewed regularly - if names can now come off 
the list or if new names should be added please send an email to:  
corpus.OLL.news@gmail.com.

PLEASE PRAY FOR...
the sick and the housebound: Anthony Adkins, Archie Allen, Antony 
Ayton, Fr. John Baggley, Patricia Barfield, Marian & Roger Biss, Margaret 
Bond, Alan & Rita Booker, Christopher Browne, Pedro Busette, Ranjith 
Dhan, David Diggens, Maureen Felix, Philomena Garvey, Yvonne 
Goonesekara, Antoinette Harvie, Sue Holbrook, Joanne Kay, Mario Kim, 
Joan Knatt,Theresa Johnson, Cynthia Lobendhan, Victoria Maceda, 
Carmel McGarry, R.J. Matava, Averil Nathaniels, Melani Parana, Celine 
Peiris, Eardley Perera, Peter Perera, Maxwell Rogers, Angela Scott-
Smith,Rachel Smith, Alba Thorning, Aileen Vangramberg, Diana Walden, 
Mary Wallace, Liz Ward, Mai Wick, Louise Williams, Dorren McDonald, 
Nalen Vuddamalay, 
those who have died:  Michael Alexander, Salvador Gomes, Nina Joyce, 
Anna Lucia Bianchini
those whose anniversary occurs this week: Florence McLnerney 
Josephine Tierney, June Dewhurst, Margaret McCarthy, Michael Carrol.
anniversaries week beginning 1 January:  Andrew J McMahon, 
Carmela Di Paula, Peter Cummings.

Sacramental Preparation Important - Dates 2024
Confirmation at Corpus Christi  (Year 6 and above)
Saturday 18 May, 6.00pm,  
First Communion at OLL and Corpus Christi (Yr 3 & above)
Weekend 8/9 June, Vigil and Sunday Masses.
Application forms are available at the back of Church or just email 
the Parish Office CLICK HERE.  Young people or adults wanting 
to receive the Sacraments are very welcome to contact us as well.

For more information please contact the school office or visit the 
school website.  CLICK HERE

Deputy Headteacher from April or September 2024

Action by Christians Against Torture
Christmas Greetings Campaign 2023

For this campaign please write a simple card or 
greeting to the individual saying, for instance, that you 
are thinking of them and/or perhaps urging them not to 
lose hope (or words to that effect). A picture postcard 
is always welcome and cheapest to send. You can 
include your name and address if you wish but do NOT 
mention ACAT or include a religious greeting or 
motif (even a Christmas tree!) if so advised, since communication from 
a foreign organisation can endanger the prisoner. 

CLICK HERE FOR DETAILS AND NAMES AND ADDRESSES

12 DAYS OF A CLIMATE-CONSCIOUS CHRISTMAS
On the first day of Christmas:
A Partridge in a more environmentally friendly Pear Tree
According to the Carbon Trust, real Christmas trees actually have a smaller 
carbon footprint than artificial trees, provided they are properly disposed of.  
Read this and all 12 climate-conscious days by Clicking Here.

Oxford Community Emergency Foodbank is 
running out of Food!

There is a box at the back of Church to receive donations of 
Tins of meat, fish, vegetables, soup or puddings, 

Jars of jam or sauce,   Long life milk or fruit juice, sugar, 
and Essential toiletries.  

Donations can also be taken to the foodbank: 
Mondays, Tuesdays and Fridays from 11.20am – 1.30pm

behind St Francis Church, Hollow Way.
Click here to make financial donation

The Icon of 
St Frideswide 
in the Choir 
Chapel
The Icon of St. 
Frideswide (650-
727), the Patron 
of the City and 
University of Oxford, 
was written by Sister 
Felicity of Baddesley 
Clinton. Frideswide is 
depicted the Abbess 
of her Monastery 
(originally on the site 
of Christ Church), 
holding a crosier 
in her right hand 
and a book with the 
motto of the City and 
University Dominus 
Illuminatio Mea (The 
Lord is my Light), 
the opening verse of 
Psalm 27.

Pope at Audience:  
Nativity scene 
teaches simplicity 
and joy.
In his final General Audience before Christmas, Pope Francis 
returned to the image of the creche, and specifically, the first 
Nativity scene inaugurated 800 years ago by St Francis of Assisi.
What was the saint’s intention in organizing a living Nativity in 
the small Umbrian town of Greccio? the Pope asked. St Francis, 
he explained, wasn’t trying “to create a beautiful work of art, but, 
through the Nativity scene, to provoke amazement at the extreme 
humility of the Lord, at the hardships He suffered, for love of us, in 
the poor grotto of Bethlehem.”
The Pope focused on the word “amazement,” saying that in the 
face of the mystery of the incarnation of the Word, of the birth of 
Jesus, we need this religious attitude of amazement. 
CLICK HERE FOR VIDEO    CLICK HERE FOR FULL ACCOUNT

CLICK HERE FOR CLICK HERE FOR 
ARCHBISHOP ARCHBISHOP 

BERNARD’S BERNARD’S 
CHRISTMAS CHRISTMAS 

MESSAGEMESSAGE

It’s not too late to send messages of support
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