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SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:   Saturday 10.30 am to 11am and on call. 
BENEDICTION:  most Fridays after Mass.
BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP - SATURDAY 7 January after 10am Mass. First Saturday in the  
month after morning Mass.  
HONOUR OUR LADY: After 9.15am Mass and the Rosary, we pray the Novena to Our Mother of 
Perpetual Help.  This beautIful Novena honours Our Lady in prayer and in songs. 

Parish Priest: Rev. Canon Mervyn Tower 
Parish Administrator: Mrs Leti Gomes      

St Joseph’s Primary School;  01865 763357.   www.st-josephs-pri.oxon.sch.uk
Greyfriars Secondary School; 01865 749933. www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk

88 Wharton Road,  Oxford, OX3 8AJ. 01865 762433 
e: corpuschristi.oxford@rcaob.org.uk

Our Parish Safeguarding Representative is Ruth Kennell. 
The Parish operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding Guidance and the National and 
Archdiocesan policies & procedures at all times.  
Ruth can be contacted at  sg.corpuschristi.oxford@rcaob.org.uk.  Alternatively  contact the 
Diocesan Safeguarding team on 0121 230 6240 (safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk) if you have any concern.

From today’s Gospel: John 1:35-42
As John stood with two of his disciples, Jesus 
passed, and John stared hard at him and said, 
‘Look, there is the lamb of God.’ Hearing this, 
the two disciples followed Jesus. Jesus turned 
round, saw them following and said, ‘What do 
you want?’ They answered, ‘Rabbi,’ – which 
means Teacher – ‘where do you live?’ ‘Come 
and see’ he replied; so they went and saw where 
he lived, and stayed with him the rest of that day. 
It was about the tenth hour.
One of these two who became followers of Jesus 
after hearing what John had said was Andrew, 
the brother of Simon Peter. Early next morning, 
Andrew met his brother and said to him, ‘We have 
found the Messiah’ – which means the Christ – 
and he took Simon to Jesus. Jesus looked hard at 
him and said, ‘You are Simon son of John; you are 
to be called Cephas’ – meaning Rock.
Reflection on the fresco
It is always worth reflecting on the questions that 
Jesus asks in the gospels. They are invariably 
questions that he is addressing also to us. In 
today’s gospel, the opening words of Jesus are 
addressed to two disciples of John the Baptist, 
‘What do you want?’ Jesus is asking after their 
deepest desires, ‘What are you really looking for?’ 
would be another way of phrasing this question. 
By means of this question, Jesus invites all of us 
to bring our deepest desires to him. 
Both the question ‘What do you want?’ and the 
invitation of Jesus to ‘Come and see’ are worth 
holding onto and pondering over, as we begin this 
new year.

Look we have found the Messiah

Pope Francis Prayer Intention
January 2024

Let us pray that the Spirit helps 
us recognize the gift of different 

charisms within the Christian 
community, and to discover 

the richness of different ritual 
traditions in the heart of the 

Catholic Church.

Fresco:Domenichino (Domenico Zampieri, 1581-1641),
Painted between 1622-28

Sant’Andrea della Valle, Rome

Today is Today is 
Peace Peace 

SundaySunday
Weekdays Cycle B; Breviary week 2

Mon 15 9.15am Margaret Dore Feria
Tues 16  9.15am Antonio Remiao Feria

11.00am  Requiem: Anna Lucia Bianchini  
Wed 17 9.15am  Michael Quinn St. Anthony Abbot
Thur 18   No Mass  Feria
Fri 19 9.15am  Patricia Anne Fitzpatrick St. Wulstan 
Sat 20 10.00am  Bridie Nicholson  Feria 

3rd Sunday of ordinary time   21 January 2024
Saturday 6.00pm @ Our Lady of Lourdes: People of the Parish  
Sunday  9.00am Angela Sloan Clare  

 11.00am   Healy Family 
6.30pm Crisostomo Ramos

2nd Sunday of ordinary time   14 January 2024
Saturday 6.00pm @ Our Lady of Lourdes: People of the Parish  
Sunday  9.00am Pat and Peggy Hull 

 11.00am   John Billington 
6.30pm Terezia Chochlikova

SCRIPTURE REFLECTION
The Liturgy of the Church continues today the same theme as the Epiphany - the 
showing forth of Jesus. John the Baptist points to him as the Lamb of God and 
Andrew proclaims him as the Christ (Gospel: John 1:35-42). God reveals himself 
in his calling to Samuel, eventually recognized by Eli (First Reading: 1 Samuel 
3:3-10,19). St. Paul urges the Corinthians to turn away from sin and recognize 
that they are now part of the holy people of God (Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 
6:13-15,17-20).

1 Samuel 15:16-23; Psalm 49; Mark 2:18-22
1 Samuel 16:1-13; Psalm 88; Mark 2:23-28 
1 Samuel 17:32-33,40-51; Ps 143; Mark 3:1-6
1 Samuel 18:6-9; 19:1-7; Ps 55; Mark 3:7-12
 Romans 6:19-23; Ps 106; John 10:11-15
 2 Samuel 1-27; Ps 78; Mark 3:20-21

Monday
Tuesday                            
Wednesday     
Thursday       
Friday      
Saturday                  

Responsorial Psalm meditation: “I waited, I waited for the Lord and he stooped down to me; he heard my cry ” (Psalm 39/40:2)

Scripture Readings for the week ahead

Pope at Audience: Gluttony distorts God’s gift 
of ‘our daily bread’
At the weekly General Audience, Pope Francis reflected on the sin of gluttony, 
and recalled that imbalanced relationships with food can damage the planet 
and our own hearts.
Eating a slice of cake is not the issue, since Jesus Himself appreciated good food and company, but rather 
taking for granted or distorting “God’s daily bread,” which can slowly but surely destroy the planet.  Pope 
Francis offered this perspective during his weekly General Audience.  Continuing his catechesis series 
on virtues and vices, the Pope focused this week on the sin of gluttony.   CLICK HERE FOR FULL TEXT

https://portal.mydona.com/assets/webPay/index.php?cid=285
mailto:sg.corpuschristi.oxford%40rcaob.org.uk?subject=Safeguarding%20Matter
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/audiences/2024/documents/20240110-udienza-generale.html


God our Father, you call us to gather for this 
Sunday Mass. Help us to draw strength  from the 
Holy Scriptures and from the Holy Eucharist, so 

that we deepen our love for you. 

May we be enlivened by the Holy Spirit  to mirror the 
words and actions  of your Son Jesus Christ  and 

become more clearly  your instruments of mercy to 
others.      
We ask this through Christ our Lord.   Amen.

Prayer for the Preparation of Mass

PARISH NEWS Dates for your Diary
CLICK HERE

Oxford Community Emergency Foodbank 
There is a box at the back of Church to receive donations of 

Tins of meat, fish, vegetables, soup or puddings, 
Jars of jam or sauce,   Long life milk or fruit juice, sugar, 

and Essential toiletries.  
or take direct to Food Bank Mondays, Tuesdays and Fridays 

from 11.20am – 1.30pm,  behind St Francis Church, Hollow Way.
Click here to make financial donation

Today is Peace Sunday
For his theme for the World Day 
of Peace in 2024, Pope Francis 
has chosen ‘Artificial Intelligence 
and Peace’. Pope Francis is 
raising a highly contemporary 
theme and one he has spoken on 
before when he has addressed 
the risks in the development of technology, not least in Laudato Si’ and 
Laudato Deum.

CLICK HERE to read Pope Francis’s message in full

Christmas Tree of Remembrance at OLL
Thank you to all parishioners of OLL and St Mary’s 
Anglican Church (who are sharing our Church at present) 
who wrote cards remembering their friends & relatives 
on our tree on the Altar.  The collection raised £50 
which we have sent to The Friends of the Holy Land.

The Oxfordshire Civic, Community and Faith Leaders Group 
is calling for people of all faiths and none to stand together, 

OXFORDSHIRE 
TOGETHER FOR HUMANITY

Sunday 21 January, 
3pm-5pm,

Oxford Town Hall

as citizens / residents of Oxfordshire and the United Kingdom, in 
solidarity and commitment to work to build relationships between all our 
communities.
All those lost to the conflict in Israel and Palestine and other 
conflicts across the world will be remembered.  
The event will include short prayers including non-faith readings, silence, 
song and music delivered by Oxfordshire’s diverse communities.
It follows the November peace vigil held in Oxford’s city centre when all 
of Oxford’s faith and civic leaders came together in a joint cry for peace.

CLICK HERE FOR TICKETS TO JOIN THE GATHERING.

CORPUS CHRISTI FOR A FAIRER WORLD
How can we reduce use of Plastic this Lent?

The Justice and Peace Group will meet on 
Thursday 17 September at 7.30pm 

in the Quiet Room fo discuss actions we might take as a Live 
Simply Parish to focus again on our use and misuse of plastic.

Do join us!

The Year of Prayer 2024
In preparation for the 2025 Jubilee Year ‘Pilgrims of Hope’, 2024 
has been designated a Year of Prayer by Pope Francis.
Oxford North Deanery is arranging a series of monthly talks on 
prayer beginning at  Corpus Christi on Monday 22 January 
at 7pm-8pm.  led by Fr Mervyn.

The second session will be at Our Lady Help of Christians
on Tuesday February 5 February led by Fr. Harry Curtis.

More details will follow as more dates are confirmed (see Dates 
for your Diary).

CLICK HERE for the Diocesan Guide to Personal Prayer.

 All those in the sick list must actively agree to their inclusion. The 
prayer list will be reviewed regularly - if names can now come off 
the list or if new names should be added please send an email to:  
corpus.OLL.news@gmail.com.

PLEASE PRAY FOR...
the sick and the housebound: Anthony Adkins, Archie Allen, Antony 
Ayton, Fr. John Baggley, Patricia Barfield, Marian & Roger Biss, Margaret 
Bond, Alan & Rita Booker, Christopher Browne, Pedro Busette, Ranjith 
Dhan, David Diggens, Maureen Felix, Philomena Garvey, Yvonne 
Goonesekara, Antoinette Harvie, Sue Holbrook, Joanne Kay, Mario Kim, 
Joan Knatt,Theresa Johnson, Cynthia Lobendhan, Victoria Maceda, 
Carmel McGarry, R.J. Matava, Averil Nathaniels, Melani Parana, Celine 
Peiris, Eardley Perera, Peter Perera, Maxwell Rogers, Angela Scott-
Smith,Rachel Smith, Alba Thorning, Aileen Vangramberg, Diana Walden, 
Mary Wallace, Liz Ward, Mai Wick, Louise Williams, Dorren McDonald, 
Nalen Vuddamalay, 
those who have died: Anna Lucia Bianchini, Bridie Nicholson, Thommas  
Cleary, Anthony Murphy
those whose anniversary occurs this week: Florence McLnerney 
Josephine Tierney, June Dewhurst, Margaret McCarthy, Michael Carrol.

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/theoxfordfoundation/1093431
https://corpuschristiheadington.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/Dates-for-your-diary.pdf
https://www.cefoxford.co.uk/donate/
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/artificial-intelligence-and-peace/
https://www.vocations.org.uk/_files/ugd/d5ebb8_22c5c9062c1b463ab44e31c4a30212cc.pdf
mailto:corpuschristi.oxford%40rcaob.org.uk?subject=Anniversary%20Name%20and%20Date%20for%20Newsletter



